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DISCUSSION IN THE DIET ABOUT AMENDMENT OF ROAD TRAFFIC ACT
CONCERNING BICYCLES RUNNING ON SIDEWALK

Yoshitaka MOTODA, Seiji USAMI

Bicycle running on sidewalk is unique and notorious custom in Japan. The rules which allows bicycle to run on
sidewalk was enacted by the road traffic act in 1970 and 1978. However, the details of establishing of the law
was not clear. In this study, the diet discussion record was researched to make it clear. As a result, followings
were obtained. At first, to separate bicycle from vehicle as a safety measure, police started to use sidewalk for
bicycle as a temporary emergency measure and justified it by enacting the road traffic act in 1970. But due to
fatal accidents between pedestrian and bicycle on sidewalk after 1970, amendment of the law was enacted in

1978.



