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A Study of Contradiction of Bicycle Policy to Run on Sidewalk

Yoshitaka MOTODA, Seiji USAMI, Suguru GOTO, Keita TAKAHASHI

In 1970, the government allowed bicycle to run on sidewalk to separate bicycles from vehicles for safety reason.

Since then, it is common for bicycle to ride on sidewalk in Japan. However this traffic rule is not common in the

world. People believe that for bicycle, sidewalk is more safety than carriageway. For road administrator, it is easy

to design a road without bicycle lane, so using sidewalk as a bicycle path has been taken. However, accident

between bicycle and pedestrian on sidewalk has been increasing. Recent research showed that running on sidewalk

by a bicycle is not more safety than running on carriageway. As for right angle accident, running on sidewalk by a

bicycle is much more dangerous than running on carriageway. Thus running on sidewalk by a bicycle has apparent

contradiction. This paper is to point out many contradictions arise from running on sidewalk by a bicycle and it

would be good suggestion to reconsider bicycle traffic rule in Japan.
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